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Of course, such approximation to this result, as we
can observe in the present order of things, is very
imperfect. Many of the most obvious evils in the
particular system of competition now adopted, may
be summed up in the statement, that the tests ac-
cording to which success is awarded, are not so con-
trived as to secure the success of the best competitors.
Some of them, for example, are calculated to give an
advantage to the superficial and the showy. But
that is to say that they are incompatible with the true
principle which they were intended to embody; and
that we should reform our method, not in the direc-
tion of limiting competition, but in the direction of
so framing our system that it may be a genuine
application of Carlyle's doctrine. In other words,
in all the professions for which intellectual excellence
is required, the conditions should be such as to give
the best man the best chance, as far as human
arrangements can secure that object. What other
rule can be suggested? Competition, in this sense,
means the preservation of the very atmosphere which
is necessary to health ; and to denounce it is either
to confirm the most selfish and retrograde principles,
or to denounce something which is only called com-
petition by a confusion of ideas. How easy such a
confusion may be, is obvious when we look at the
ordinary language about industrial competition. We